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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Lincoln Center’s acclaimed series American Songbook enters Week 
Three of its twelfth season celebrating the diversity of American popular song. On February 17th the elegant 
jazz songstress Dee Dee Bridgewater (above, left) will pay tribute to the emotionally-charged Billie Holiday.  
The following night, February 18th, belongs to Nellie McKay (above, middle), who is honoring the 
quintessentially American singing of Doris Day.  On February 19th Songbook takes an abrupt turn with Dirty 
Projectors, one of the most critically acclaimed rock groups to come on the scene.  They will perform music 
from “The Getty Address”, an animated opera about Don Henley. The week closes out on February 20th 
with the great Leslie Uggams (above, right), a dynamic singer/actress who blazed a trail for African-
American women in television and on stage. 
 
American Songbook is presented in the spectacular Allen Room of Frederick P. Rose Hall.  The Allen 
Room possesses one of New York’s greatest settings – a stunning vista of Central Park and the Manhattan 
skyline that provides an evocative backdrop for the performers.  
 

Sponsored by Pfizer 

 

mailto:kmerlino@lincolncenter.org


 
TICKETS can be purchased online at Lincoln Center’s website AmericanSongbook.org, via CenterCharge 
at 212-721-6500, at the Avery Fisher Hall Box Office, or at the Frederick P. Rose Hall Box Office.  
 

 
Lincoln Center’s American Songbook 2010 Season 

Week Three  February 17 – 20, 2010 
The Allen Room, Frederick P. Rose Hall, Broadway at 60th Street 

 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 8:30 pm: DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER: To Billie with Love - A Celebration of Lady 
Day Dee Dee Bridgewater is American jazz royalty.  A two-time Grammy winner, she has sung in concert and in 
recordings with Sonny Rollins, Max Roach, Dizzy Gillespie, Stanley Clarke and Dexter Gordon among other jazz 
giants, and she counts Ella Fitzgerald as her greatest artistic inspiration.  While some can hear Ella in the way she 
scats and swings, the way Bridgewater acts each lyric is uniquely her own.  That she has been a huge success in 
musicals is no surprise, and she won a Tony for The Wiz and nominated for an Olivier for Lady Day, along with 
critical acclaim for roles in Sophisticated Ladies and Cabaret.  Her thrilling theatricality, beauty and musicianship 
carry the day. In this evening of song, Bridgewater will perform songs from her new CD, Eleanora Fagan (1917-
1959):  To Billie with Love from Dee Dee. 
  
Thursday, February 18, 2010, 8:30 pm:  NELLIE MCKAY  As a songwriter Nellie McKay is critically acclaimed for her 
genre-crossing compositions, brilliant wordplay and terrific melodies. She has made two critically acclaimed albums 
of original songs, and she won a Theater World Award for her portrayal of Polly Peachum in the Broadway production 
of Threepenny Opera. For her new CD McKay is doing something different:  Normal as Blueberry Pie – A Tribute to 
Doris Day. The songs - produced, arranged and performed by McKay - are from the 1940s big band era through to 
Day’s later film career. McKay interprets a selection of songs drawn from more than 600 of Day’s recordings and 
finds the reservoirs of deep feeling behind the sunny smile.   
 
 

Friday, February 19, 2009, 8:30 pm: DIRTY PROJECTORS Six LPs in and Dirty Projectors still defies categorization. 
 Described as everything from “New England soul music” to “completely strange and oddly familiar at the same time,” 
the Brooklyn-based band plays experimental rock that references everything from Congolese music to medieval 
antiphonal singing, synthesizing them into something altogether new.  The group, whose collaborators include Bjork 
and David Byrne, is led by David Longstreth, whose soaring vocals are paired with intricate guitar work, tight 
harmonies and more than a dose of genius. 
 
Saturday, February 20, 2010, 8:30 and 10:30 pm: LESLIE UGGAMS Uggams has been captivating audiences of 
stage, screen and TV since her debut at the age of 6.  As a child she opened for acts including Louis Armstrong, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Dinah Washington at the Apollo Theater, then appeared at age 15 on Name That Tune on television, 
catching the eye of Mitch Miller.  Impressed with her vocal ability, Miller put her on Sing Along with Mitch and she 
entered American pop culture history, becoming the first African-American to be a regular on a national, prime-time 
series.  Uggams went on to Broadway, earning a Tony for Hallelujah, Baby! and accolades for her work in On Golden 
Pond, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Anything Goes and King Hedley II. She had her own musical variety show on CBS 
in 1970, was Emmy-nominated for her role as Kizzy in Roots, won an Emmy for her show “Fantasy” on NBC, and 
appeared in numerous feature films. Uggams has not stopped – she tours the country appearing with major 
symphony orchestras and records in her splendid voice, most recently On My Way to You - The Songs of Marilyn 
and Alan Bergman. 
 
 
PHOTOS ARE AVAILABLE AT:  www.LincolnCenter.org/aboutLC/media_home.asp  
 

http://www.lincolncenter.org/aboutLC/media_home.asp


Since it was launched in 1998, American Songbook has been dedicated to celebrating the extraordinary 
achievements of the popular American songwriter from the turn of the 20th century to the present day.  Spanning all 
styles and genres from Tin Pan Alley and Broadway to the eclecticism of today’s songwriters working in pop, cabaret, 
rock, folk and country, American Songbook traces the history and charts the course of the American song from its 
past and current forms to its future direction. 
 

Artists who have appeared on the American Songbook series include Andy Bey, Betty Buckley, Ann Hampton 
Callaway, Calexico, Liz Callaway, Neko Case, Rosanne Cash, Michael Cerveris, Kristin Chenoweth, Peter Cincotti, 
Eric Comstock, Victoria Clark, Rodney Crowell, Alan Cumming, Dean & Britta, Mos Def, Christine Ebersole, Kurt 
Elling, Sutton Foster, Mary Cleere Haran, Darius de Haas, Joe Henry, Fred Hersch, Jane Krakowski, Judy Kuhn, 
LaChanze, k.d. lang, Bettye LaVette, Amos Lee, Patti Loveless, Rebecca Luker, Patti LuPone, Nellie McKay, Marin 
Mazzie and Jason Danieley, Del McCoury, Audra McDonald, Lori McKenna, Alan Menken, Jane Monheit, Megan 
Mullally, Kelli O’Hara, Tonya Pinkins, John Pizzarelli, Punch Brothers featuring Chris Thile, Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals, Steve Ross, Stephin Merritt with The Magnetic Fields, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Nico Muhly, Bernadette 
Peters, Jimmy Scott, Patti Smith, Sufjan Stevens, Stew, Billy Stritch, Elaine Stritch, Paulo Szot, The Fountains of 
Wayne, They Might Be Giants, Rhonda Vincent and the Rage, Deborah Voigt, Lillias White, Dar Williams, Lizz 
Wright, David Yazbek and John Lloyd Young. The series has also presented concerts highlighting the music of 
composers and lyricists such as Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, Harold Arlen, Alan and Marilyn Bergman, 
Leonard Bernstein, Jason Robert Brown, William Bolcom and Arnold Weinstein, John Bucchino, Michael John 
LaChiusa, Cy Coleman, Ricky Ian Gordon, Adam Guettel, Frank Loesser, Alan Menken, Cole Porter, Andy Razaf, 
Richard Rodgers, Arthur Schwartz, Duncan Sheik, Stephen Sondheim, Billy Strayhorn, Charles Strouse, Jule Styne, 
Jimmy Van Heusen, and David Zippel. 
 
Sponsored by Pfizer. 
 
Major support for American Songbook is provided by Fisher Brothers, In Memory of Richard L. Fisher, Amy & Joseph 
Perella and Sara & Maury Rosenberg. 
 
Additional corporate support is provided by Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
 
Additional support for Lincoln Center’s American Songbook is provided by Jill and Irwin Cohen, The DuBose and 
Dorothy Heyward Memorial Fund, Nextbook Press, The Shubert Foundation, Great Performers Circle, Chairman’s 
Council and Friends of Lincoln Center & American Songbook. 
 
Public support is provided by the New York State Council on the Arts. 
 
Movado is an Official Sponsor of Lincoln Center, Inc.  
 
WNBC/WNJU are Official Broadcast Partners of Lincoln Center, Inc. 
 
Continental Airlines is the Official Airline of Lincoln Center, Inc. 
 
MetLife is the National Sponsor of Lincoln Center, Inc. 
 
 

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts (LCPA) serves three primary roles: presenter of superb artistic 
programming, national leader in arts and education and community relations, and manager of the Lincoln Center 
campus. As a presenter of over 400 events annually, LCPA’s programs include American Songbook, Great 
Performers, Lincoln Center Festival, Lincoln Center Out of Doors, Midsummer Night Swing, and the Mostly Mozart 
Festival and Live From Lincoln Center.   
 
 



LINCOLN CENTER PRESENTS AMERICAN SONGBOOK 2010 
At The Allen Room, Frederick P. Rose Hall 
Broadway at 60th Street 
 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 8:30 pm 
Dee Dee Bridgewater: To Billie with Love - A Celebration of Lady Day 
Tickets: $45, 65, 80, 95 
 
Thursday, February 18, 2010 at 8:30 pm 
Nellie McKay: Normal as Blueberry Pie – A Tribute to Doris Day 
Tickets: $40, 55, 70, 85 
 
Friday, February 19, 2010 at 8:30 pm 
Dirty Projectors 
Tickets: $40, 55, 70, 85 
 
Saturday, February 20, 2010 at 8:30 and 10:30 pm 
Leslie Uggams 
Tickets:  $45, 65, 85, 95 
 
 
TICKETS can be purchased online at Lincoln Center’s website AmericanSongbook.org, via CenterCharge at 212-
721-6500, at the Avery Fisher Hall Box Office, or at the Frederick P. Rose Hall Box Office.   
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